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2017 Reunion
Our current membership of the Association stands at 145 members. The
committee is very appreciative of the support of the members in keeping
our Association alive.
The 70th Anniversary reunion was very successful with over 90 graduates
attending. The venue looked great decorated with red and white balloons
depicting our 70 years, a photographic display and a 70th souvenir pen for
those attending.
It was wonderful to have a group of Malaysian graduates who were
celebrating 40 years since they arrived in Australia to commence their training
at the St George Hospital. Besides those attending from Malaysia we had
graduates form New Zealand, Western Australia, Tasmania, Queensland,
Victoria plus many country members. Also were two groups celebrating their
60th and 50th year since graduation.
Joan Wagstaff, Reunion Secretary
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Past Presidents cutting the 70th Anniversary cake. (L–R) Joan Wagstaff, Sylvia
Bennett, Loretta Lancaster, Janice Myatt and Sheila Carter.
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Hospital, A and F Wards until 1970.
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2017 Reunion Snaps

Nursing Memorabilia

Malaysan Graduates, celebrate 40 years since arriving in
Australia to commence training at St George Hospital.

1967 PTS celebrating 30 years.

1957 Graduates celebrating 60 years.

Most senior Graduates 1951–1954.
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President’s Report
I would like to welcome all members attending
the Reunion on Saturday 20 October 2018.
This being our 71st year of the St George Hospital
Graduate Nurses Association it is always a happy
day to see so many graduates still reminiscing over
old times. Many have travelled from long distances
just to enjoy another year of celebration. Near
or far we continue to keep the tradition of the
Association viable.
I would like to apologize that this being my first year back
as President, I am unable to be with you at the Reunion.
I have been unable to change family commitments
overseas that clash with the Reunion date. I will be with
you all in spirit and will continue to have the Associations
aims and objectives high on my agenda.
Since our last Reunion many attempts have been made
to have an appointment with the CEO of St George
Hospital to discuss the Memorabilia and present our
petition, this has been met with much reluctance. It is
hard to break through political red tape. John Holgate the
Hospital Librarian has been much more helpful and we as
a committee have felt we can negotiate more positively
with him. Recently I delivered to John a few more
boxes of photos and paper clippings containing Nursing
Memorabilia. John was able to show me a new cabinet
with internal lights that the CEO has arranged to start a
display of Nursing Memorabilia in preparation for next
years celebrations – in November 2019 it will be the St
George Hospital 125 year celebrations. I have requested
that a Nursing display be arranged near the main
Entrance to the Hospital including the Memorial walkway.
I have also requested to be in formed about times and
dates for the display and celebrations and at next years
Reunion we will be able inform the membership. We are
still trying to have a small area in the library for nursing
memorabilia – but be assured all memorabilia is being
cared for.
Sadly this year we have lost a few more of our loved
members. Betty Tierney 7th February and Rosemary
Snodgrass 6th March, not long after Rosemary‘s sister,
Joyce Hayman, passed away. All funerals were attended
by many Association members and their eulogies are
on our website. The Committee have made donation
on your behalf to the Bush Aid Society that Betty was
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involved with for many years, and the Flying Doctor
Services that Rosemary was involved with. Rosemary’s
family have kindly donated some of her life memories in
albums, which will be on display at the Reunion. Please
feel free to add any names to photos that you recognize,
following the Reunion they will be handed over to the
Memorabilia at the Library. I’m sure a lot of photos and
history will be utilized by John Holgate for the 125 years
celebration in 2019.
This year I hope all members will take the opportunity
to purchase some of the card sets. They should bring
back fond memories of A and F Ward, The St George
Cottage Hospital.
Many thanks to Susan Leahy who again has kindly
donated the table centre flower arrangements.
Our professional photographer is back, and will circulate
on the day, please feel free to take the opportunity to
catch those special moments, and purchase your photos.
I would like to thank all committee members that have
support me this year, and we have enjoyed our meeting
times over a good cuppa.
I sincerely hope you all enjoy another year of fun, talking,
sharing photos and reminiscing and again I send my
apologies for not being able to be with you. I encourage
members to consider coming on committee as we
wish the Association to remain functioning for many
more years. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday
28 November 2018 starting 1.30pm at Joan Wagstaff’s
home, 42 Henry Kendall Avenue, Padstow.
Loretta Lancaster, President

Join us next year for
the St George Graduate
Nurses’ Association
72nd Reunion.
Next year’s reunion will be held
on Saturday 19 October 2019.

3

News, Greetings and Apologies
Mary Telford (Billings,1954)
Greetings from USA Special
greeting to the 1954 grads.
Elizabeth Williams
(Salway, 1956)
Hope you all have a happy and
successful reunion.
Beryl Judd (Mackenzie)
I am unable to attend the Reunion
to-day but send best wishes for
a lovely time together. In May
this year I went to Tamworth
to celebrate our 50years since
graduation at the G. V. Hospital in
Launceston with Clare Nixon. Clare
did a wonderful job organising and
hosting this event and we came
from all states to renew friendships.
Life is a little slower living at
Pottsville and seaside living is
agreeing with us. We still have an
interest in the Byron Hinterland
Seed Savers Group. Our latest
venture is propagating roses in
potatoes. The whales are on their
northern migration and on our
coast line and come in quite close
to our Beach. How amazing!
Best wishes.
Shirley Osborne
(Valentine, 1951)
I’m sorry I will not be able to attend
the Reunion. I hope the Reunion
goes well. I loved going each year
and catching up with old friends.
I have many happy memories of
the Reunion and also times during
training.
Judy Murray (Quayle, 1974)
Well after 44 years of nursing
mostly full time I have finally
retired. I live in a beautiful part of
the world in the Northern Rivers of
NSW at Tweed Heads. I reflect on
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my days at St George Hospital and
what wonderful days they were. I
vividly remember my first day after
completing PTS on the busy surgical
ward. I didn’t think I would ever
make it. Nursing has taken me to
various hospitals and specialities
over the years, however the latter
Community Health and Child and
Family Health.
My husband and I plan to do quite
a lot of travel next year after he
retires. I do hope we keep in good
health. We have two boys and
between them 7 granddaughters!
Hullo to any one who remembers
me. I hope you all have a wonderful
reunion day on the 20th October.
Wynne Jumikis (Gilbert, 1953)
My family and I have just come
back from Latvia as my husband’s
wish was to have some of his ashes
to be in his father’s grave in the
beloved country of his birth. Also
while we were there they had a
lovely song festival with 19,000 in
the choir which was a wonderful
experience. Also thousands doing
folk dancing in their national
costume which was a wonderful
night. The country has made
amazing improvements since the
end of communism which is a
credit to all concerned.
Nita Sagar (Gulliver, 1962)
I am unable to attend our reunion
this year. I send special greetings to
you all for a great reunion. A special
thankyou to all the committee. Your
hard work is much appreciated. We
had a wonderful cruise from Sydney
to Japan March/April this year,
visiting many countries on the way.
Japan was the stand out.
Best wishes.

Joyce Mooney (Lehane, 1959)
Sorry I cannot attend. Hope you all
have a wonderful day.
Barbara Dicken (Walters, 1963)
(President 2009) Have a wonderful
day. Wish I was with you.
A good deed! going out of one’s
way:
After leaving the Reunion last year
two of our older Graduates Wynne
Jumikis (Gilbert) 1954 and Eileen
Burgin (Dunn) 1954 (both with
walking sticks) were on the way to
catch the bus home when caught
in a torrential downpour. They
were crossing the road at Bonds
Road and were drenched when a
young man and his partner stopped
and offered to drive them home…
one to Yagoona and the Chester
Hill. They could not believe such
kindness especially as they came
from Mortdale.
Pamela France Nye
(Atkinson, 1967)
Pamela sends her greetings from
USA where she has lived the
past 34 years with her American
husband. Whilst researching for
a book that she is writing (up
to page 333!). Pamela found
the Association’s web site and
contacted us to catch up on news
and join the Association. Pamela
has had very interesting career with
many highlights. One of which
is whilst working at the Royal
Children’s Hospital in Melbourne
she was the Nurse in charge the
night the ‘Foo’ Siamese Twins were
first successfully separated in 1975.
Pamela was on a research program
and was to deliver two ninety
minute papers at the 2004 AORN
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National Congress in Santiago, California. A vital subject
“Safety in the Operating Room” To view her progress
in life’s journey visit www. linkedin. com/in/pamela-nyeOb22b450/
Joan Staples (Potter, 1954)
I was employed by World Vision from June 1972 to April
1975 in South Vietnam until the fall. A book about the
first 50 years of World Vision has been published and
there is a chapter on my work and activities. “The book
is dedicated to all those who believe in empowering
their brothers and sisters around the planet to bring
about transformation.” (Joan‘s book chapter is available
on our website at: www. stgeorgegrads. com)
Janice Myatt (Bakker, 1978)
Greetings, as I write this message I can reflect back on
the last few weeks, last year we booked a cruise from
Singapore to Brisbane an Indonesian explorer. Not long
after booking the cruise I had the opportunity to apply
for an Aged Care study tour to Canada and as a result
was awarded the tour commencing in September 2018.
We decided to continue with the planned cruise and on
return to Brisbane have a couple days at home before
the long flight to Toronto. The cruise soon became
an adventure, leaving the busy port of Singapore for
Bali whilst there we experienced an earthquake when
having lunch in a restaurant situated on the side of a
steep hill up in the highlands and a second larger one
the same night whilst at sea, although we didn’t really
know what had happened we felt the ship shake and
it felt like we had hit something. The next morning we
were informed by the captain that we had been 12
kilometres away from the epicentre and it was 7.2 on
the Richter Scale and had severely damaged Lombok
for a second time in a couple of weeks and sadly some
people on the island had been killed. We continued on
our way cruising through to Brisbane via Dili, Cairns,
and the Whitsundays.
We arrived in Toronto on the 1st September and then
spent our first week in Canada travelling to Ottawa and
Montreal returning to Toronto on the 8th to commence
the study tour. The homes we visited were quite
similar to Australia, the major differences were that
accreditation was not mandated and was completed for
status, however they had a compliance audit annually
which had was more like our accreditation process. As
opposed to our 4 standards with 44 outcomes they
have 1000 standards of compliance which they must
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meet. Currently all assessment visits are unannounced
and the assessors (usually three) stay for a minimum
of three weeks and mostly stay for 6 weeks. Hard
to imagine assessors arriving on a Monday morning
staying for 6 weeks or more if they find noncompliance,
during their visit they speak with staff, residents and
families and have limited contact with management
unless they find serious risk and then send a report after
they return to their offices. The last facility we visited
they had the assessment team on site and had just
been told they would be back for another week so the
management team were rather anxious. All reports are
available on a public website.
We also had the opportunity to attend a couple of
masterclases at Agewell Canada’s Technology and
ageing network linked to the University of Toronto,
leading researchers in aged care. We had a tour
of the centre where they have a house within the
building where they are able to monitor clients when
they stay and the have technology to monitor coping
mechanisms. They also have simulators where they
can monitor falls risks in different climatic conditions
including snow.
On our second visit to the centre several researchers
presented their work, interestingly they worked in
teams to create positive outcomes for their ageing
clients. The teams were multidisciplinary and for
example may have had a, Occupational therapist,
Nurse and an engineer. An example of the research
was a group that had developed a non-invasive device
to improve and offer an alternative treatment for
overactive bladder, the device has electrodes that are
attached to the saphenous nerve for a relatively short
period of time, attached initially by the staff and in most
cases by the client. This device has positive outcomes
for the client, reducing the amount of continence aids
required, and increasing sleep especially for clients with
nocturia, and therefore increasing socialisation and
quality of life. This project is now awaiting a patent and
will soon be available for purchase.
We completed the tour with a social activity and
spent the last two nights at Niagara Falls staying
in the Sheraton hotel and all 19 delegates and
accompanying partners enjoyed a room with a view
of the falls. The view changing depending on the time,
with nightly fireworks a great way to complete the
tour. Just amazing!
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From Convalescent
Ward to School
Sylvia Bennett (Smith, 1974)

The unveiling of the restored Primrose House to the
Brighton Preparatory School of Scots College took place
23 March 2018.
Guest of Honour David Hurley, Governor of NSW, and
Mrs Hurley were accompanied by Heads of Schools
along the Guard of Honour from the Senior School
Other VIP’s included Director of Property, Steven
Adams, Author Garry Darby and the last Nursing Unit
Manager, Joan Davies (1983–1991)who had the task of
decommissioning Primrose House.
Music was provided by members of the Pipes and Brass
Band, Chamber Music and vocalists “Contemporary
Men”.
A roll call of the inaugural 28 students and their teachers
revealed as international mix of many cultures.
After the ceremony we set off on a self guided tour.
Former downstairs wards are now the Discovery Room,
the Library and class rooms. The solarium is now the boy’s
tuck shop.
The first floor verandah and staircase have been replaced
in keeping with the original building, as has the décor,
with reminders of an earlier time. No work has been done
in the attic as yet.
Extensive exterior work has been done on the roof and
windows, as well as landscaping.
In the words of the Head of School, Roy Stoddard “the
community support has been amazing” and for those
living nearby, the boys playing in the grounds are a
welcome change.

Of Interest
Many of us will remember the glass and metal syringes
and the glass syringes with the “luer lock” nozzle.
These items are on display at the Spasm Health Care
Museum, 6 Victoria Road, Gladesville. The SPASM
(Society for the Preservation of Artefacts of Surgery &
Medicine) museum is open to the public from 11am to
3pm the 2nd Saturday and 4th Monday of each month
(February to November). Judith Cornell was very much
involved in SPASM and the museum is well worth a visit.
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Matron Alice Marion Prichard
MBE RRC, 1921–1950

Matron Alice Marion Prichard has the distinction of being the longest serving Matron
in the history of St George Hospital, holding the position from 1921 until 1950. She
was a Victorian by birth and trained at the Melbourne Hospital completing a threeyear program in 1907 following which she was appointed Sister at the Queen Victoria
Hospital Melbourne.
She was appointed Matron, Mildura Hospital Victoria in 1909 and remained there
until appointed Matron, Albury Hospital in 1913. She resigned to join the Australian
Army Nursing Service with the rank of Sister in 1915 and was discharged in 1917. It is
interesting to note that Prichard did not appear to become ATNA-registered until 1916,
although it is possible that she registered with the Victorian Trained Nurses Association
prior to leaving for overseas.
The 1921 Annual Report records that there had been a great number of applications
for the position of Matron and Prichard’s appointment had been a unanimous decision
due to her previous experience and recent war work. Alice Prichard was awarded a
Royal Red Cross (First Class) in 1919 for her war service and received the Order of
the British Empire (MBE) in 1951. This award recognises significant achievement or
outstanding service to the community; however, an MBE could also be awarded for
local ‘hands-on’ service which stands out as an example to other people, and both
criteria would have been applicable to Alice Prichard.
Exerpt from: “Without Nurses a Hospital is Just Bricks and Mortar: The St George Hospital Nurses”
(Available for download from: www. stgeorgegrads. com)

Judith Cornell Oration
The Judith Cornell Oration is a biennial event initiated by ACORN in 2002. It is intended
to serve as an occasion of celebration for the achievements of Australian perioperative
nurses and to allow visions for the future to be shared. Orators are distinguished
perioperative nurses who, throughout their careers, have made a significant contribution
to advancing perioperative nursing in Australia.
Judith Cornell AM (1940–2014), after whom this award is named, was one such
nurse. Judith was one of two New South Wales Operating Theatre Association (OTA)
representatives who attended the inaugural planning meeting held in Melbourne in
1975. This meeting led to the first Australasian Conference of Operating Room Nurses
held in Canberra in 1977. Judith chaired this conference at which it was decided to form
the Australian Confederation of Operating Room Nurses (ACORN).
The inaugural meeting of ACORN was held the following year, 1978, with two
representatives from each of the six Australian states. Each state had its own operating
room nursing group and the national body, ACORN, was an association of these groups.
The purpose of the national body was to look into all aspects of nursing practice in
the operating room. Judith was the first chair of ACORN and served on its council for
many years. Following her retirement from perioperative nursing in 1986, to take on
other challenges, Judith was made a life member of the NSW OTA. ACORN salutes
the achievements of Judith Cornell AM and the outstanding contribution she made to
perioperative nursing in Australia.
Source: https://www. acorn. org. au/acorn/awards/judith-cornell-oration/
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Vale

Rosemary Snodgrass (1966)
6 May 1943–6 March 2018
Rosemary Snodgrass a highly esteemed St George Hospital
Graduate nurse passed away peacefully 6th March at the
St Vincent’s Hospital. Rosemary graduated from St George
Hospital 1966 and undertook her Midwifery certificate in
Adelaide and then returned to Sydney to complete her
Tresillian Certificate.
In 1968 Rosemary joined the Inland Mission and was posted
to Oodanatta where she very quickly learnt to turn her hand
to anything. Rosemary returned to St George in 1973 when
she became a Clinical Nurse Educator. In 1980 she gained her
Diploma of Nursing Administration at the Cumberland College.
1984 was promoted to Director of Nursing at the St George
Hospital, a position she held for 5 years.
From 1989–1999 Rosemary was the Director of Nursing and
Community Health Care at the Royal North Shore Hospital.
On her retirement from the Royal North Shore she became a
ACHS (Australian Council on Health Care Standards) surveyor
and a trained co-ordinator 2001 and in that role travelled
all states and Territory accrediting hundreds of hospitals and
health care services.
Because of her strong commitment to quality improvement in
the health care system Rosemary was highly regarded by the
health care community. In 2017 Rosemary was awarded the
highest and most prestigious award of ACHS A gold medal
which recognises stand alone contributions an individual has
made to improving health care.
Rosemary was also a Fellow of both Australian College of
Nursing and the Institute of Nursing Administration. Deputy
President NSW Nurses Regional Board and was awarded the
Johnson & Johnson Wharton Fellow. Rosemary remained a
loyal and active member of the St George Hospital Graduate
Nurses Association and never missed a reunion until her illness
last year.

Betty Tierney (1944)
3 January 1925
–7 February 2018
Betty Tierney was the Associations oldest
member at the time of her passing Betty
was an active member of the Australian
Christian Nurse’s Association and through this
association she joined the Bush Aid Society.
1948 was posted to Ceduna as a relief nurse
and where she stayed for 16 years during
which time she became a nurse with the Flying
Medical Service. 1964 Betty returned to St
George Hospital and was ultimately promoted
to Deputy Director of Nursing.
Betty’s eulogy can be read on our website at:
www. stgeorgegrads. com

Joyce Haymen OAM
(Snodgrass, 1946)
5 April 2018
Joyce passed away aged 95 years shortly
after the passing of her sister Rosemary in
March. Joyce was able to attend the funeral
of Rosemary.
Joyce was awarded the OAM for her services
to prisons, caring for the visitors who came
to visit the inmates.

Joan Wagstaff (as edited in the St George Leader and The Lamp).
Other sources: “Without Nurses a Hospital is Just Bricks and Mortar”,
ACHS Citation
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Jacqueline Elizabeth Jenson
(Fox) 19 February1937–29
December 2017
In 1956 aged 19 Jaqueline enrolled in Nurse training
at the St George Hospital. We met at the entrance, her
mother asking me If I was from the country as I had
arrived in a ute. We were good friends from that day and
after a few months shared a room in the nursing home
for the next four years.
Jackie moved to Cooma after her marriage and worked
at the Cooma Hospital until the arrival of the first of her
four children.
Jackie was very much involved in the community at
Cooma, sang in the Church choir,a talented singer,
musician, quilt maker and had an amazing collection of
buttons which she donated to the Tumbarumba Pioneer
Women’s museum. Her funeral was attended by over 400
people. All the shops in Cooma closed their doors as the
cortege passed by.
Janet Noble (Lyons, 1960)
Pamela Taylor (Quinan, 1961)
16 March 1935–21 May 2018
Pam did her general nursing training at the St George
Hospital, then followed with Midwifery training, Pam was
a dedicated nurse who had many talents, a loving caring
nature and a great sense of humour.
In the mid 1960s Pam and Margaret Hester (Ainsworth)
moved to South Western region of Western Australia
where they worked at Manjinup Hospital. Both married
farmers. Pam and Jim’s farm “Windy Hollow” is in
Bridgetown WA. Overtime they created a wonderful
garden and a successful bead and breakfast farm stay.
Pam was employed as a school nurse for 20 years.
Visiting and checking the students health throughout
the south west region. Well done! Pam.
Nita Sagar (Gulliver, 1962)
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Norma Reid (Andrews, 1964) 1940–2018
On Sunday 9 September 2018 Norma collapsed and
died suddenly at home. Norma has been struggling
with poor health in the last few years. For those of you
St George girls who remember Norma when we were
training between 1959–1964, may recall that she was
struck with a mystery disease (now known as Guillain
Barre Syndrome). Norma was amazingly resilient through
the long debilitating illness and did recover and return to
finish her training after a long and protracted illness.
Norma went on to complete her midwifery certificate,
worked overseas, married Ashley and continued nursing
in different roles including Matron at Coffs Harbour
Hospital. On Monday 17 September 2018 her family
and friends farwelled her at Pambula on the South
Coast of NSW where she and Ashley had moved earlier
this year. Shirley Charlton (nee Vaughan) and her family
have been very close friends for all these years. Shirley
and Norma had been close friends since their training
days at St George. Norma was Shirley’s bridesmaid
and in turn Shirley’s daughter Julie was bridesmaid for
Norma at her wedding.
We will miss Norma especially at our reunion time and
send our love and condolences to Ashley, Shirley and
David, and their daughters as well as Norma’s sister Lyn
and families.
Joan Short (McMahon, 1963)

Anne McConnell (Abernathy), 1971 October 2017
Fay Loom Walker, 1964)
Heather Bray (Bell, 1962)
Audrey Dawn Reilly (Allen, 1947) 9 February 2018
Helen Colbourne
Nellie Burgess (Flegg, 1954) 9 September, 93 years
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The St George Hospital Graduate Nurses Association
Trading, Profit and Loss Statement for year ended 31 December 2017
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